Introduction
Little is known about the snake fauna of the Republic of Guinea. Specimens collected at the beginning of the 20 th century were studied by Mocquard (1902) , Klaptocz (1913 ), Chabanaud (1916 , 1917 , 1920 , 1921 and Angel (1932) . Further studies were conducted around Mount Nimba (Angel et al. 1954 , Ineich 2003 and neighbouring forested areas of southeastern Guinea (Condamin 1959 , Böhme 2000 , Böhme et al. 2011 . Few data are available for savanna areas of the country (Villiers 1950 , Villiers 1953 , Villiers 1954 , Greenbaum & Carr 2005 , Baldé et al. 2009 , Chirio 2012 .
From 2002 to 2013, we conducted snake collections in most regions of Guinea. A total of 4,906 specimens were collected. Although some of these specimens have already been mentioned in previous publications or included in distribution maps of the snake fauna of West Africa , Baldé et al. 2009 , Trape & Mané 2006a ,b, Trape et al. 2012 , most records are still unpublished. Here we present a full account of these specimens and discuss selected taxonomic problems. We also establish a checklist of the snakes of Guinea and compare the snake fauna of this country to that of Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin and Nigeria, the other West African countries bordering the Gulf of Guinea.
Material and methods
We deposited cans or buckets half filled with formaldehyde or ethanol in 48 villages in Guinea. Local villagers rainforest areas of the Togo Hills. This explains the differences between the snake fauna of these two countries, even if intense deforestation in Togo (and Ifangni area in Benin) may have currently eliminated most of the strictly rainforest species that have not been documented by recent surveys. Other differences between the six countries are in most cases more likely to reflect under-collection rather than actual differences in snake faunas and our data suggest that there are no endemic snake species in Guinea.
